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Research Summary

All children need to survive, thrive and fulfill their
potential — to the benefit of a better world.

I ntroduction

Thirty years ago, world leaders made a historic commitment to the world’s children by
adopting the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child — an international
agreement on childhood.

The United Nations International Children's Emergency Fund (UNICEF) as an
international organization works in over 190 countries and terittories to save children’s
lives, to defend their rights, and to help them fulfil their potential, from early childhood
through adolescence. And it never gives up. UNICEF,based on its strategy and within
the framework of the joint program of cooperation with the Isslamic Republic of Iran,
has signed workplans with some government agencies including with the Statistical
Center of Iran, to achieve the defiend targets.

To prepare the present booklet, the Child Data booklet of Timor-Leste, prepared in
collaboration with UNICEF, has been reviewed as a sample. Another comparative
study, also reviewed, relates to the Journal of Statistics on Child in Turkey for 2018.

By studying and reviewing the sociocultural status of the Islamic Republic of Iran and
the status of available statistics and information, the research team compiling this
booklet made the decision to develop this reprt in the areas such as population,
household, health and nutrition, education, children's welfare and characteristics of
households and social problems.

The purpose of this report is to share knowledge and evidence-based dialogue on the
situation of children, especially the most vulnerable onesin Iran, to realize the vision set
out in the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC). The data used in this report
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are collected from the 2016 National Population and Housing Census, various sample
surveys such as Labor Force Survey, Multiple Indicator Demographic and Health
Survey (MIDHS), health services provision indicators, and aso the administrative data
from the government agencies.
We hope that we can identify the economic, social, and demographic information needs
related to children in the country, dissaggeagated by sex, age, geographical location,
ethenthicity , disability, migration, health and nutrition status , education, welfare, etc.,
as well asidentifying and addressing the existing information gaps. Thiswill enable us
to describe the current and desirable status of the Iranian children for the national
policy and decision makers to develop the needed and expected plan for establishing the
well-being and welfare of the Iranian children by relying on updated and reliable
statistics.
The Directorate-General for Environment and Sustainable Development of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs and the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) deserve to be
appreciated for providing us with the opportunity to conduct this research. Our specia
thanks should go to the Statistical Research and Training Centre as well as government
agencies such as the Nationa Organization for Civil Registration, Ministry of
Education, Ministry of Health and Medical Education, the State Welfare Organization
of Iran, and the Statistical Center of Iran for their assistance in providing the statistics
for this report.
Selected findings
= Adolescent birth rate: The number of births to women ages 15-19 decreased
from 2015 to 2018. In 2015, the number of births to women ages 15-19 was
95,866 and in 2018 it decreased to 81943 hirths.
= Child abuse: In this report, the number of examinations related to child abuse
during 2012 to 2019 was illusterated. According to the statistics of the Iranian
Legal Medicine Organization, this number was equal to 1,184 cases in 2012,
which increased to about 2471 cases in 2019, and this increasing trend has
occurred annually.
= Children living with only one care giver: In 2015, 4.5% of children do not live
with at least one of their parents and at least 0.2% of them have lost one of their
parents. In this regard, less than half of the children who do not live with at |east
one of their parents are due to death, and most of it is due to other reasons such
as divorce and etc. .
In terms of gender, these children have been deprived of living with their father.
Thus, 3.7 children have been deprived of living with their father and 1.3 have
been deprived of living with their mother. But, in both cases, deprivation of
living with parents (father or mother) due to death was less than other causes,
including divorce. But, the ratio of deprivation of living with the father due to
the death of the father was higher than the deprivation of living with the mother
due to the death of the mother.
= Health service provision : According to the research project for children
benefiting from health services conducted in 2015, the highest frequency in the
number of children aged 0 - 9 years, who needed to go to the outpatient clinic
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during the two weeks before the research, but did not receive the services, was
due to non-payable costs with 4.54 people (number per 1000 people who needed
outpatient services), the crowded place rendering services with 3.47 people and
no admission with 2.64 people. The lowest reasons were related to inappropriate
behavior or unpleasant places providing services with 1.35 people, the absence
of a doctor with similar sex in the place of service with 1.56 people and being in
aqueue with 1.67 people.

HIV among children: The number of new HIV infections among children
under 5 years of age fluctuated from 2008 to 2018. In this 10-year period, the
lowest number was 17 people, which was related to 2009 , and the highest
number, with 51 people per year, was for 2015. According to the latest
information available in 2018, the number of new HIV infections among
children under 5 years of age was 49 persons.

The number of new AlDs infections registered for children under 5 years of age
was 11 personsfor maleand 9 people for female in 2018.

Infant mortality: The mortality rate of infants under 5 years of age (per
thousand live births) aways decreased from 2008 to 2018 so that this indicator
decreased from 13.4 people (per 1000 thousand live births) in 2008 to 8.8 people
per year in 2018.

Murdered/victims: Of total murders, the number of victims and victims of 0-18
years has decreased over the past decade and has decreased from 237 cases of
child murder in 2008 to 207 cases in 2017. Although this trend has fluctuated
during the last decade, the highest number was observed in 2008 and the lowest
one was in 2018. However, in 2019 this number, like the whole country, has
increased again.

Neonatal mortality : During the last 10 years from 2008 to 2018, the neonatal
mortality rate per 1000 live births decreased. In 2015, this indicator decreased
from 18.6% in 2008 to 12.4% in 2018.

Obesity: Children under 5 years of age with low weight increased from 4.08
percent in 2010 to 4.3 percent in 2017. Moreover, 0.6% of children under 5
years of age suffered from overweight (obesity) in 2017.

Population growth: During in which the national population and housing
census was conducted, the population growth rate has been declining. In 1986,
the population growth rate was 3.91 and in 2016 it stood at1.24.

Stunting: Prevalence of stunting among children under-five years of age
decreased from 6.83% in 2010 to 4.8 % in 2017. During a 7-year period,
prevalence of moderate or severe stunting also declined from 4.91% and 1.92%
to 3.8 and 1.0%, respectively.

Total Fertility Rate: According to the population and housing census conducted
in 2016, the total fertility rate increased from 1.8 children (per 1000 women) in
2011 to 2.56 children in 2016. The indicator increased from 1.65 to 1.96 children
in urban areas and decreased from 2.19 to 2.11 children in rural aress.

Under -five mortality: The mortality rate of children under 5 years of age (per
thousand live births) always decreased from 2008 to 2018 so that this indicator
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decreased from 21.8 people (per 1000 thousand live births) in 2008 to 14.4
people per year in 2018.

= Vaccination: During a 10-year period, from 2008 to 2018, 100% of the target
population was fully covered by all vaccinesincluded in the national program.
According to the data of the 2016 population and housing, the fertility rate in
the age group of 15-19 years was 0.56 children (per 1000 women), in the age
group 24-24 years, it was 1.24, among the age group 25-25 years, it was 1.30, in
the age group 30-34 years, it was 1.07, in the age group 39-35 years, it was
0.68, in the age group 44-40 years, it was 0.23 and in the age group 49-49 years,
it was 0.04 children.

=  Working children: This report shows the work status among children aged 5 to
17 in 2015. The prevalence of work among children aged 5-11 yearsis equal to
8.8%, children aged 12-14 years, equal to 9.3% and children aged 15-17 years,
equal to 7.9%. In this regard, it seems that its prevalence and consequential
injuries have increased more in middle-aged childhood. However, totaly the
prevalence of dangerous jobs among children aged 5-17 has been reported,
8.9%.

0 A simultaneous study of schooling and child labor shows that 8.2% of
students aged 6-17 also work while studying. Moreover, out of the total
working children, 89.0% go to school at the same time. From the
simultaneous analysis of these two numbers, it can be argued that
although a significant percentage of students also do work, only about
10% of al working children do not go to school.



